
Charleston Annual Fund 2010
R e f r a m i n g  ‘ T h e  F l o w e r  G i r l ’

“I went to his show and was so
much impressed … It seems to 

me all that paintings ought to be”
Virginia Woolf on Walter Sickert, November 1933

Gift Aid

Please support the conservation of Charleston:

The Gift Aid scheme enables us to reclaim tax on donations

from current UK taxpayers.This increases your donation by 28%,

providing you have paid sufficient UK income tax or capital gains

tax to cover this amount.To enable The Charleston Trust to

reclaim the tax on any donations you have made to Charleston

for six years prior to the year of this declaration, and to treat all

donations you make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid

donations until you notify us otherwise, simply tick this box.

Please notify us if you change your name, address or tax status.

Signature:

Date:

For enquiries, please contact Sarah Bayes, Development Manager,The Charleston Trust,

Firle, Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 6LL.Tel. 01323 815141 Email. S.bayes@charleston.org.uk

I would like to donate:

£20

£50

£100

£250

Other 

Name

Address

Telephone

Email 

Friends membership number (if applicable)

Method of Payment

Please debit my credit card:

Visa/Mastercard/Switch for £

Name on card

Card number

Start Date                 Expiry date 

Issue number (Switch only)

Security Code 

OR 

I have enclosed a cheque made payable to 

The Charleston Trust  

Please return this form with payment to:

The Charleston Trust, Charleston,

Firle, Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 6LL.

Fax: 01323 811628  



The Annual Fund gives Charleston’s Friends and supporters the chance

to help us in our task to conserve and protect the house and collection.

We had an extremely generous response to last year’s Annual Fund

and this has enabled us to carry out important repairs to the

exterior of the house to safeguard the collection from the elements.

This year, for the first time, we asked the Friends of Charleston to

decide which project they would like the 2010 Annual Fund to

support and they chose the restoration and reframing of Sickert’s

‘The Flower Girl’.

‘The Flower Girl’ was painted

by Walter Sickert, one of the

most influential British artists of

the 20th Century, in 1908-09.

From 1926, it belonged to Clive

Bell, and accompanied him

when he moved to Charleston

in 1939, where it was hung in

the Spare Bedroom opposite

Duncan Grant’s portrait of

Lytton Strachey. Sickert’s work

was much admired by Virginia Woolf,Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant and, from

1920, Grant leased Sickert’s former studio at 8 Fitzroy Street in London.

Earlier this year, Charleston was delighted to acquire the painting through the

government’s acceptance in lieu scheme and to re-hang it in its original position in

the Spare Bedroom.

A 1927 photograph of the

painting in Clive Bell’s sitting

room in Gordon Square

shows that its original frame

was much smaller and less

ornate than its current one.

We would like to conserve

the painting, adding a

backboard to protect it, and

to replace the frame with

one that is more historically

accurate.This work will be

undertaken by Wilma Day,

Charleston’s painted surfaces conservator, who has been working with Charleston’s

delicate and unique collection for over 20 years.

How you can help

Please support this year’s Annual Fund by completing the form on this leaflet and

returning it to us with a cheque or credit card details.You can also make a donation

by phoning 01323 815141. If you are a UK tax payer, please don’t forget to tick the

Gift Aid box.

As a small, independent charity, Charleston receives no government funding and we

rely on the ongoing support of our Friends and donors to carry out all our work.

Every contribution, no matter how small, makes a very real difference to the future

of Charleston. Please make a donation today and ensure that Sickert’s wonderful

painting is restored to its original condition for future visitors to enjoy.

Charleston Annual Fund
R e f r a m i n g  ‘ T h e  F l o w e r  G i r l ’

The Charleston Trust is registered charity number 1107313 and a non-profit making company, limited by guarantee

and registered in England and Wales number 5212725. Registered office: Charleston, Firle, Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 6LL

Cover image: ‘The Flower Girl’ © Estate of Walter R. Sickert.All rights reserved, DACS 2009. Inside: ‘The Flower

Girl’ hanging in its original position in the Spare Bedroom © Axel Hesslenberg,Wilma Day working at Charleston

© Axel Hesslenberg.
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